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BRAN D{?H 5 Some of us live long lives adrift in the world, aimlessly
LiF-E =1 UH? searching for their calling, and their purpose, Brandon Stout
was a young man who abaays knew he was a part of God's plan,
and devoted his lite 1o serving s Lord, He
was so devoted in every part of his life,
tor his wife, to his family, and especially
13 hiz country. There are many
things about this world we can't
understand, vet this much we do:
Brandon was a gift to us all.

Brandon story 'I:u:g_un o A
cold December day in 1983, in

the bustling city of Grand Rapids,
Michigan. Those were simpler times in
o many ways, as the Cold War slowly began

o thaw, giving us a sense of hope. On December 7, 1983,
Bill and Tracy (Vronko) Stout had their own reasons for hope,
with the birth of their first child, a baby son they named Brandon.

Brandon ‘s linle brother Adam came along tamo years later, and

the e woulbd :|.1w;|}-.~: share a special bond. His parents eventually
divoreed, and each remarricd, bringing six more sibhlings into
Brandon s life.

Brandon grew up in Northern
Kent County, spending most of
his sehooling years in Kent City,
He spent his childbood running
through the apple
orchards our back
and spent countless
haurs fishing in their
creek where he formed
hiz deep love for
the ourdoors,
enjoying all
God'’s creation.
He also grew
up with a



powerful love of the Lord, which became his light during the dark times. While in high
school, be became very active in his chureh’s youth program, becoming a student leader.
His crazy and fun Pl;ra.nnn.iil.!: not only created a .-l-]'.u:-l:.in| bond with the leader, but with
many of the yvounger kids as well.

Brandon attended Kent City High School, where he graduated from in 2002, and where he
was 0 popular and active. He very much specialized in socializing in high school, making
many friends and keeping everyone well entertained with his antics. An avid golfer, he
plaved on the golf team, and also sang in the choir, A huge history and government buff,
he also anchored the Quiz Bowl team that won a state title, Always a very quick-witted
young man, he was also the class clown, enjoyed dressing as the school mascot (an Eagle)
and was voted Prom King, tool

After high school, Brandon attended Great Lakes Christian College in Lansing, following
his faith, Just like in high school, Brandon didn't see the podint in many of his classes there.
He had a voracious appetite for subjects that interested him, but he was a finicky “eater™!
After a vear there, he realized he needed to make some decisions in life before continuing

his education.

Brandon might not have found his calling at college,
ast b ii':d firnel hi triie |:-|'1'|.'|.'.. { e 4:|ﬂj.' 1'||:_: méek A
beautiful young woman named Awdrey Hinken, 2
fellow freshman at the small school, With a e
prodding from their foends, Brandon finally
asked Aundrey for a date on her 18th birthday.
Tha first date eonsisted of Brandon *s friends
serenading her while they enjoyed some
Slurpee’s. (They were poor college kids,
remember) That's all it ok for the
two of them, They




began dating, fell in love, and gor engaged
(] ] Nl:'.hr Years E".'ﬂ:. B0, 1-|.'|.-|: :|.'v| I-uﬁg
|,:-n|..|i:||.-|: 1T 1 l‘l:lﬂrrii;l;l ¢l ﬁ‘lu._l.' 1'::1r 20015 ancd
% enjoved a beautiful honeymoon in the

3 V- . Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, where they
4% :

- oty | went hiking and of course, played some
®

" o Brandon also accepred Audrey’s family
'51 as his own, having never liked the term
\ ' . “in-lawse"" They of course n-o:::'ptr:d him
MW - as their own, too, and were very proud
of their new son and brother,

‘ = EL . golf, the pame he taught her and they
T f : W T i enjoyed so much together.
e .
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By then, Brandon kad found a carecr, as well. After his first year in college, he joined
the Michigan Army Mational Guared, hoping o serve the Lord as a Chaplain’s assistant. He
was instead assimed to duty as an MIP, vet saw this az God’s plan for him to better relate to
his peers, After his basic training at Fort Leonardwood, he became
even more resolure in his willingness to serve his country, and
proud of his duty

He returned 1o Michigan with the reserves, and he
and Audrey lived in Lansing so she could continue ;
collepe, He worked some delivery jobs, for o
local Aonst and for FedEx, which he enjoyed ! ¥
for being on the road with his thoughts and E .
his radic. He later worked at the Capital City i
Airport for the Transportation Safety s
Authoriny

In early 2006, he learned he would

be deploved with his unit to the
Aiddle East. He and Audrey moved
o Grand Rapids to be closer to

their family, awaitng his call to duty.
He left July 9, 2006 for more training,
and arrived in Kuwait on the fiest of
Oictober, before §
finally deploving n 5
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to Baghdad, There he helped train the Iracgp
police force, giving him close contact with

g0 many people who needed his help, Secing
so much misery around him, Brandon began
collecring socoer balls from people back home,
to give to the needy children of Iraq, just

one more display of his enormous heart and
powerful faith. Serving in Iraq was his mission,
but doing the Lord’s work was his calling.

He kept in close contact with his family and

Audrey while overseas, through emuail, and

instant messenger. He also wrote of his faith and his
fears on his webpage on Myspace.com. “The Lord
has taught me many lessons on this deployment,

all of which will stay with me until my very end,”
Brandon wrote. "Howeves, none more important
than the lesson of praising Him in life’s STORMS -
ancl this is 3 storm like nothing | have cver scen and
one like most people never sec ..

In the darkness of the Iraq war, Brandon used his faich

- and humor - as a light for those around him. He was forever
oplimistic, and kowved 1o make people laugh, and at 6-foo-4, [
people looked up 1o him both literally and figuradvely, He

was the rype of man vou were just drawn o, by the pull of

hiz personality,

Brandon was a man of such powerful comviction, as well, and
never afradd 1o speak his mind, never afraid of what people
might think of him. He believed in himself, in what is righe
and what is just, and most of all, he believed in the Locd.

’I"r:-l.,_!l'ic:'l.ll:.', Brandon wae killed serving hiz COUBLEY o0 H.lmll:lﬂ!.',
January 22, 2007, after his vehicle struck a roadside bomb

Brandon was an amazing young man, so devout in his faith, so passionare in his love, He
was a loval son and brother, boving husband and faithful friend 1o so many. He was proud
and honored to serve his country, and especially the Lord. Brandon always knew God had
a plan for him. We were 20 blessed o be a part of it He will be 5o greatly missed.




Surviving are his wife, Audrey Svour; his

parents Tracy and Jeff Anderson, Bill and

Tammy Seout; Gary and Launc Hinken; his
siblings: Adam Stout, Andrew, Elizabceth,
Sacphanic and Kristina Anderson, Callie

and David MeGee (Devin), Scephanie

Stou; his wife's siblings Lisa and

Dusty VanderMeer (MWatalie), Mananne

and Lindsey Hinken; along with his II
grandparents, aunts, uncles, eousing and |

many friends. The service to celebrate |

his life will be held on Monday,

February 5 at 1 PM at Remembrance Reformed
Church, 4573 Remembrance Road, with inerment o
follow in Chubbuck Cemertery in Kent City. Relamves
and foends are invited 10 meet with Brandon's
family at Heritage Life Story Funeral Home - Alr &
Shawmut Hills Chapel, 2120 Lake Michigan [rve
NW on Saturday and Sunday from 4-8 PM. For
those who wish to make a memornial contribution,
a Scholarship Fund in Brandon®s

name is being cstablished at

Great Lakes Christian College in

Lansing, Michigan. To read more

about Brandon s life, o share

a favorite memary or photo or

to sign the online register, please

vizit woralifestorynet.com
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